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OPTICAL RECORDING MEDIUM, 
REPRODUCING SYSTEM, METHOD OF 
REPRODUCING OPTICAL DISK, METHOD 
OF FABRICATING OPTICAL DISK 
ORIGINAL RECORD, AND METHOD OF 
STOPPING ILLEGAL PROGRAM 
OPERATION 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
INVENTION 

1. Industrial Application Field of the Invention 

The present invention relates to prevention of duplication 
of a recording medium, and more particularly to an optical 
disk with a duplication preventing function, a method of 
fabricating such an optical disk, a method of reproducing an 
optical disk, a reproducing system, a method of fabricating 
an optical disk original record, and a method stopping an 
illegal program operation. 

2. Description of the Prior Art 

Generally, fabrication of Optical disks succeeds manu- 
facturing of the original record, master, mother and stamper, 
and optical disks are duplicated and mass-produced from the 
stamper in accordance with the injection molding technique. 
The stamper can sometimes be manufactured directly from 
the original record. Generally, a photoresist is applied onto 
a glass-made surface-grinded substrate and photosensitized 
with a laser beam intensity-modulated in accordance with an 
information signal being recorded before being developed so 
as to form an irregular configuration comprising signals 
and/or grooves corresponding to the photosensitivities. 
These signals and grooves will hereinafter be referred gen- 
erally to as signals pits. 

FIG. 6 is a block diagram showing a conventional record- 
ing system for an original record, where a laser optical 
system for focusing control and a beam expander in a 
recording laser optical system are omitted from the illustra- 
tion. In FIG. 6, the whole of the original recording recording 
system is designated at 61A where numeral 1 represents a 
recording laser, 2 denotes an optical modulator, 3 depicts a 
mirror, 4 indicates a lens actuator, 5 stands for a glass plate 
onto which a photoresist is applied, 6 represents a spindle 
motor, 7 denotes a signal source, and 8 depicts a recording 
equalizer. A signal generated from the signal source 7 is 
subjected to change of its pulse duration (width) by a 
constant quantity in the recording equalizer 8, before being 
inputted into the optical modulator 2 to be used to intensity- 
modulate the laser light emitted from the recording laser 1. 
The intensity-modulated laser light passes through the mir- 
ror 3 and further through a lens, focusing-controlled by the 
lens actuator 4, before exposing the photoresist on the glass 
plate 5. 

On the other hand, an optical disk reproducing system 
focuses a semiconductor laser beam on a signal surface of an 
optical disk and then converts the intensity of the reflected 
light from the signal surface into an electrical signal (which 
is called an RF signal) by means of a photodiode or the like 
of an optical pickup device, which signal is waveform- 
shaped to be demodulated to a digital signal which in turn, 
is subjected to a digital signal processing, thus reproducing 
the original signal. 

FIG. 7 is a block diagram showing a prior optical disk 
reproducing system 47 A. In FIG. 7, numeral 9 represents an 
optical disk, 10 designates an optical pickup, 11 denotes a 
spindle motor, 12A indicates an analog waveform shaping 
section, 13 stands for a digital demodulating section, 14 



represents a digital signal processing section, 15 designates 
a control section, 16 denotes a focus servo section, 17 
depicts a tracking servo section, and 18 indicates a rotational 
servo section. Further, numeral 20A stands for a control 
section for controlling the entire reproducing operation and 
for issuing a display signal to a display section 41. 

A signal immediately before demodulation of the digital 
signal, i.e., an RF signal, has eye patterns, one example of 
which is illustrated in FIG. 2. The difference (which is called 
asymmetry) may occur more or less between the center of 
the eye pattern and the center of the amplitude thereof, 
while, even if the difference therebetween takes place to 
some extent, the slice level Vs is corrected by an automatic 
correcting slice circuit 31 at the time of the demodulation to 
a digital signal so that the central voltage Vs of the eye 
pattern is automatically detected as indicated in the wave- 
form (9) of FIG. 3 before slicing it. A description will be 
made hereinafter in terms of the center of the eye pattern. 

Generally, for reduction of the asymmetry at 
reproduction, the correction of the duty ratio of a signal to 
be recorded on an original record is made in manufacturing 
the original record. This is referred to as the recording 
equalizing. The optimal recording equalizing quantity 
depends upon the recording power, developing conditions at 
pit transfer, reproducing conditions and others. 

In some of conventional optical disks, a duplication 
preventing flag is recorded as a logical duplication inhibiting 
signal. Accordingly, in the case of the optical disk containing 
the duplication preventing flag signal, the duplication pre- 
venting flag signal is detected in recording of its reproduced 
signal, thereby preventing the reproduced signal from being 
recorded by a recording system. However, a reproducing 
system for ROM disks such as CDs has no function to inhibit 
the prevention of reproduction from an illegally duplicated 
medium. Optical disk media writable once and readable by 
an ordinary reproducing system have heretofore been put on 
the market. However, if such an optical disk is pick up on the 
market and the duplication or copy is made thereto from a 
legal optical disk commercially available, this becomes 
comparatively high-priced than purchasing the legal optical 
disk, while a writing system for the duplication has not been 
in widespread use because of being expensive. For these 
reasons, there has been no need for the oountermeasures 
against the illegal duplication. 

However, recently softwares such as games have been 
recorded on the optical disk, and the commercially available 
optical disk containing such game softwares becomes more 
costly as compared with a general music CD due to the value 
added by the software. In addition, the price of the optical 
disk media writable once and reproducible by an ordinary 
reproducing system is lowering every year. Moreover, the 
original record fabricating apparatus tends to be easily 
available. In such a situation, the duplication of an optical 
disk whose selling price is high in some degree is subject to 
become lower-priced, besides there have been increasing 
chances for the original record to be illegally duplicated to 
sell pirate disks. Thus, a duplication preventing technique 
has strongly been desired in the situation. 
Problems to be Resolved by the Invention 
It is therefore an object of this invention to provide an 
optical recording medium with a duplication preventing 
function, a reproducing system for an optical disk, a repro- 
ducing method of an optical disk, a manufacturing method 
of an optical disk original record, and a method of stopping 
the operation of an illegal program. 




SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 
Countermeasures for Resolution of the Problems 
According to this invention, for achieving the foregoing 
object, provided in an optical disk is an area in which a 
signal having the center of an eye pattern deviated from the 
center of the amplitude of the eye pattern is recorded after 
a signal with a given pattern, and further added to a 
reproducing system are a function to change the threshold 
value in demodulating an RF signal into a digital signal after 
detection of a signal with a constant pattern and a function 
to stop the reproducing operation except for the reproduction 
of a signal whose eye pattern has a center deviated from the 
center of its amplitude. A description about the eye pattern 
center and the amplitude center will be made hereinafter. 
Operation 

A digital signal reproduced from an area containing a 
recorded signal, the center of an eye pattern of which is 
deviated from the center of the amplitude, by a reproducing 
system and demodulated into a digital signal is a normal 
signal, and if the demodulated signal is recorded on a 
recordable optical disk medium, when the recorded signal is 
reproduced, there results in the center of the eye pattern 
being substantially coincident with the center of the ampli- 
tude. Accordingly, if the reproducing system changes the 
threshold value and makes a reproduction in demodulating 
the RF signal into the digital signal, the signal is not 
reproduced as a normal signal so as to stop the reproducing 
operation. This makes the reproduction of the disk difficult 
and prevents the illegal duplication. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a block diagram showing an arrangement of an 
optical disk reproducing system according to a first embodi- 
ment of the present invention; 

FIGS. 2a~2i are illustrations of one example of common 
eye patterns with no offset in an optical disk; 

FIGS. 3a-3i are illustrations of one example of eye 
patterns with a given offset in an optical disk; 

FIG. 4 illustrates the variation of asymmetry due to the 
recording power and recording equalizing quantity in the 
first embodiment; 

FIG. 5 is a block diagram showing one arrangement of a 
recording system for an optical disk original record in the 
first embodiment; 

FIG. 6 is a block diagram showing an arrangement of a 
conventional recording system for an optical disk original 
record; 

FIG. 7 is a block diagram showing an arrangement of a 
conventional optical disk reproducing system; 

FIGS. 8A to 8D are illustrations for explanation of a 
recorded signal on an optical disk being an optical recording 
medium according to the first embodiment of this invention; 

FIGS. 9 A and 9B illustrate the first half and the latter half 
of a flow chart of a duplicated disk operation preventing 
program in the first embodiment; 

FIG. 10 is an illustration for explanation of four recording 
ways for CP signal arrangement information in the first 
embodiment; 

FIG. 11 is a disk check flowchart using a cipher in the first 
embodiment; 

FIG. 12 shows waveforms of offset voltages in the first 
embodiment which take place when the pulse duration and 
laser power vary; 

FIGS. 13Aand 13B are partial block diagrams showing an 
original record fabricating apparatus (mastering apparatus) 




and a reproducing system (recording and reproducing 
system) in the first embodiment; 

FIGS. 14Aand 14B illustrate the first half and latter half 
of a process by a one-piece original record two-division 
recording system in the first embodiment; 

FIG. 15 is a flow chart showing an application software 
containing a copy preventing program in the first embodi- 
ment; 

FIG. 16 A shows the principle of duplication prevention in 
the first embodiment; 

FIG. 16B illustrates the principle of duplication preven- 
tion in the first embodiment; 

FIG. 17 illustrates a coordinate arrangement of addresses 
measured in each CD original record in the first embodi- 
ment; 

FIG. 18 shows waveforms, FIG. 18(a) showing a wave- 
form in a re-arrangement detecting method of an offset 
signal by time division in the first embodiment, FIG. 18(b) 
illustrating a waveform in a rearrangement information 
method of an offset signal by time division in the first 
embodiment, FIG. 18(c) showing a waveform in a rear- 
rangement information method of an offset signal by time 
division in the first embodiment, and FIG. 18(d) illustrating 
a waveform in a rearrangement information method of an 
offset signal by time division in the first embodiment; 

FIGS. 19Aand 19B illustrate the first and second halves 
of a flow chart for recording an offset CP signal in an 
original record in the first embodiment; 

FIG. 20 is a block diagram showing an arrangement of an 
optical disk reproducing system according to a second 
embodiment of the present invention; and 

FIGS. 21A and 21B show the first and second halves of 
a flow chart of a duplicated disk operation preventing 
program in the second embodiment. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

First Embodiment 

A description will be made hereinbelow in terms of an 
optical recording medium and an optical disk reproducing 
system according to a first embodiment of the present 
invention. According to this invention, a special copy pro- 
tection signal different from the ordinal signal is mixed into 
a recording signal in manufacturing an original record for 
optical ROM disk such as CDs being optical recording 
media, thereby fabricating a special original record which 
can prevent the duplication. This special copy protection 
signal is expressed as a CP signal. As shown in FIG. 8A, in 
an optical disk which is an optical recording medium 
according to the first embodiment of this invention, there is 
given an area for recording CP signals 24 (24a to 24g) after 
an offset CP signal arrangement information signal 25 
(which is also referred to as CP signal arrangement 
information) with a specific pattern, the CP signals being 
made such that the duty ratio is shifted from the standard 
value (generally 50%) so that the center of the eye pattern is 
shifted from the center of the amplitude by a given quantity. 
The center of the eye pattern means a portion corresponding 
to the optimal slice level (threshold value) in an analog 
waveform block when being reproduced in a reproducing 
system. On the other hand, the center of the amplitude means 
the center of the eye pattern in the amplitude direction which 
is measured geometrically. 

In addition, it is also possible that CP signal preceding 
signals 26 (26a to 26g) with a specific pattern are further 




placed slightly prior to the respective CP signals 24a to 24g. 
These specific pattern CP signal preceding signals 26 (26a 
to 26g) are clearly indicative of the fact that the recording 
area of the CP signals the center of the eye pattern of which 
is shifted by a given offset amount from the center of the 
amplitude is present afterwards in order of time in the 
reproduction. When they are provided together with the CP 
signal arrangement information 25, only one of the both is 
possible to use. Although the second embodiment (FIG. 20, 
FIG. 21 A and FIG. 21B) will be described hereinafter which 
checks the presence or absence of the CP signal using only 
the CP signal arrangement information 25, the modes using 
only the CP signal arrangement information 25 in the first 
and second embodiments are different from each other. 

FIG. 1 is a block diagram showing an optical disk 
reproducing system according to the first embodiment of this 
invention. In FIG. 1, included therein is means whereby one 
or both of he CP signal preceding signals 26a to 26g and CP 
signal arrangement information 25 having a specific pattern 
as shown in FIG. 8A are detected in a CP signal arrangement 
information reproducing section 27 before the threshold 
value Vs of a level slicer 28 taken in demodulating the RF 
signal into a digital signal is changed by an offset amount 
VsR corresponding to the foregoing given amount, and 
further included is stopping means whereby, when the signal 
with the offset amount VsR in which the center of the eye 
pattern is shifted from the center of the amplitude by the 
given amount is not correctly reproducible, a decision is 
made such that it is a duplicated disk and the reproduction 
stops, or when the data read out is a computer program, the 
operation of the program stops. 

In the FIG. 1 block diagram, reference numeral 47 rep- 
resents the whole of the reproducing system, numeral 9 
designates an optical disk, numeral 10 indicates an optical 
pickup, numeral 11 denotes a spindle motor, numeral 12 
depicts an analog waveform shaping section, numeral 14 
indicates a digital signal processing section, numeral 16 
stands for a focus servo section, numeral 17 is indicative of 
a tracking servo section, numeral 18 is representative of a 
rotational servo section, numeral 19 represents a digital 
demodulating section where the threshold value to be taken 
in demodulating the RF signal into the digital signal is 
changeable, and numeral 20 designates a control section for 
controlling such that the aforesaid threshold is changed 
beforehand by the offset amount VsR when the CP signal 
arrangement information 25 having a specific pattern or the 
CP signal preceding signals 26a to 26$ are detected at 
reproduction. 

The optical disk 9 is rotatable with the spindle motor U, 
and the optical pickup 10 focuses a laser beam from a 
semiconductor laser on a signal recorded surface of the 
optical disk 9 and receives the reflected light from the signal 
surface to convert the intensity of the reflected light into an 
electrical signal through a photodiode or the like, thus 
obtaining an RF signal. The optical pick up 10 is controlled 
by the focus servo section 16 at all the time so as to focus 
the light on the signal surface of the optical disk 9, as well 
as being controlled by the tracking servo section 17 so that 
the focus of the semiconductor laser light follows a signal 
track. 

The RF signal is shaped in the analog waveform shaping 
section 12 to turn to a rectangular configuration before being 
demodulated into a digital signal in the digital demodulating 
section 19, the digital signal being digitally processed in the 
digital signal processing section 14, with the result that the 
original signal is obtainable. Indicated in a waveform (9) of 
FIG. 2 is one example of an eye pattern in an area where the 




center of the eye pattern comes close to the center of the 
amplitude and the ordinary recording is made without the 
generation of the offset voltage. In the illustration, the 
vertical axis indicates the reflected light quantity and the 
upper side is representative of larger light quantities. 
Further, indicated by a waveform (9) of FIG. 3 is one 
example of an eye pattern in an area where a signal is 
recorded such that the center of the eye pattern is shifted 
from the center of the amplitude by a sufficiently large and 
proper offset voltage. 

The control section 20, in addition to controlling the 
operation of the entire reproducing system, gives an instruc- 
tion using the reproduced signal to change, for a short time, 
the threshold value, i.e., the slice value Vs, to be used for the 
demodulation of the digital demodulating section 19 in 
correspondence with the eye pattern center offset voltage in 
the recorded signal. The control section 20 can be arranged 
as shown in FIG. 1, while it is also appropriate that, using 
a CPU (central processing unit), it is arranged with a 
program which operates in accordance with the operational 
flow as shown in FIGS. 9A and 9B. Further, a general-use 
personal computer can be used as the control section 20. 

In the optical disk 9 according to this invention, there is 
provided an area (first recording area) recording a signal to 
the effect that the center of the eye pattern is shifted by a 
desired quantity from the center of the amplitude. Further, in 
this optical disk 9, the CP signal arrangement information 25 
being an arrangement table indicative of the arrangement 
state of the offset CP signals 24 and the CP signal preceding 
signals 26 having a specific pattern are recorded in an 
ordinarily recorded area where the center of the eye pattern 
is close to the center of the amplitude varying in a constant 
range. The area in which these signals 25 or 26 are recorded 
is referred to as a second recording area. When the CP signal 
arrangement information with a specific pattern or the CP 
signal preceding signals 26 are reproduced, the the optical 
disk reproducing system according to this invention makes 
a decision that the offset CP signal 24 whose center of eye 
pattern is intentionally shifted in some degree is recorded 
behind the specific pattern. For correctly reproducing this 
CP signal 24, the analog waveform shaping section 12, 
which demodulates into a digital signal the RF signal 
outputted from the optical pickup 10 in FIG. 1, is arranged 
as follows. The analog waveform shaping section 12 is 
equipped with an automatic correction slice circuit 31 and an 
adder 31a placed in its feedback path. The offset correction 
voltage is applied through the adder 31a thereto, and the 
slice level instantaneously is changed in accordance with the 
variation of the center of the eye pattern. This operation can 
cope with the variation of the offset voltage faster than the 
response speed of a level slicer 28 of the automatic correc- 
tion slice circuit 31. 

Thus, the reproduction is made to the area in which a 
signal the center of the eye pattern is shifted from the center 
of the amplitude is recorded subsequently to signal with the 
specific pattern. For the reproduction of this area, the 
threshold value VsR of the slicer 28 in demodulating the RF 
signal of the reproducing system into a digital signal is in 
advance changed by an offcet voltage AVs taking the CP 
signal arrangement information 25 or the CP preceding 
signal 26 into consideration. Accordingly, it is possible to 
properly reproduce the area (first recording area) containing 
the signal the center of the eye pattern is shifted from the 
center of the amplitude. 

In order to more stably reproduce the area with no offset, 
it is preferable that a preceding signal having a specific 
pattern is also recorded in the area (first recording area) in 



which the offset signal is recorded, i.e., in the CP signal 24 
recording area. This specific pattern preceding signal is a 
signal 26h indicated by a point and close to the end of the 
CP signal 24a recording area in FIG. 8A, Similar signals are 
recorded in portions close to the ends of the recording areas 
of the other CP signals (24J>, 24c, . . . ). These portions are 
omitted from the illustration. In contrast to the CP preceding 
signals 26a, 26b, . . . announcing the variation of the offset 
level beforehand preceding each CP signal 24, this preced- 
ing signal 26/t is for again announcing the variation of the 
offset level (returning to the original) prior to the ordinary 
signal subsequent to the CP signal. In other words, this 
preceding signal 26h is representative of the fact that the first 
recording area in which the CP signal is recorded approaches 
its end and is for making a preparation for returning to the 
original level. That is, when the preceding signal 26/t is 
reproduced, the optical disk reproducing system according 
to this invention instantaneously and sharply changes the 
slice level in demodulating the RF signal to the digital signal 
to return it to the original. Thus, the reproduction is made to 
the area in which the signal is ordinarily recorded so that the 
center of the eye pattern is close to the center of the 
amplitude, subsequently to the specific pattern signal, while 
the threshold value in demodulating the RF signal of the 
reproducing system 47 into the digital signal is returned to 
the ordinary level, thereby making possible proper repro- 
duction. 

Even if any signal is used as the specific pattern signal to 
change the threshold value in demodulating the RF signal 
into the digital signal, it provides no problem. The CP signal 
arrangement information 25 shown in FIG. 8A or the spe- 
cific pattern signal gives an instruction as to whether the 
threshold value is shifted to, for example, +1 so that the 
center of the eye pattern comes to the mirror side (the high 
reflectance side) of the amplitude in the area from a specific 
address An to another specific address An+1 as shown in 
FIG. 8C or the offset amount of the threshold value is shifted 
to, for example, -1 so that the center of the eye pattern 
comes to the side (the low reflectance side) opposite to the 
mirror side of the amplitude as shown in FIG. 8D. It is also 
appropriate that the shifting direction is fixed to one direc- 
tion so that only the shifting is indicated by 1 or 0. 

A description will be made hereinbelow in terms of how 
to prevent the duplication in the optical disk according to 
this invention which contains the signal area (first recording 
area) where the center of the eye pattern is shifted from the 
center of the amplitude. In cases where the reproduced 
information from the optical disk according to this invention 
is duplicated or copied onto an optical disk medium writable 
once and reproducible by an ordinary reproducing system, 
the information of the optical disk according to this inven- 
tion is reproduced by the ordinary reproducing system and 
demodulated into a digital signal, the writing light being 
modulated on the basis of the demodulated digital signal and 
the data corresponding to the modulated light being written 
in the optical disk medium. 

For the signal recorded area where the center of the eye 
pattern is shifted from the center of the amplitude, the 
reproducing system is provided with the automatic correc- 
tion slice circuit (auto level slicer) 31 whereby the slice level 
can automatically be corrected even if the duty ratio varies. 
Accordingly, since the automatic correction slice circuit 31 
automatically changes the threshold value taken in demodu- 
lating into the digital signal, the ordinary and correct signal 
is reproducible. For this reason, in the optical disk 
duplicated, even in the area where the signal was recorded 
such that the center of the eye pattern is shifted from the 




center of the amplitude, there is written an ordinary signal 
the center of the eye pattern of which is substantially 
coincident with the center of the amplitude. 

Since in the legal optical disk the auto level slicer does not 
change the threshold value VsR to be taken in demodulating 
the RF signal into the digital signal, for the recorded area of 
the signal with an offset value, for example, Vs+AVs 
whereby the center of the eye pattern is shifted from the 
center of the amplitude, when the reproducing system repro- 
duces the above-mentioned duplicated optical disk, the 
signal the center of the eye pattern of which is substantially 
coincident with the center of the amplitude does not have the 
offset, the duplicated optical disk is not decided as a legal 
disk. Since the reproducing system is equipped with means 
to stop the reproduction operation if the area of the recorded 
signal the center of the eye pattern is shifted from the center 
of the amplitude does not exist in the normal area and the 
correct reproduction does not take place, automatically 
stopping the reproduction or the operation of the program is 
possible, thus not allowing the reproduction or operation of 
the program in the duplicated optical disk and preventing the 
illegally duplicated optical disk from being in use. 

In general, in optical disks a signal is recorded spirally 
from the innermost circumferential portion to the outer 
circumferential portion. In the case of compact disks (CD) 
or the like, a lead-in area is placed at the innermost circum- 
ferential portion to record retrieval information and others. 
It is desirable that, even in the optical disk according to this 
invention, the area where the CP signal the center of the eye 
pattern of which is shifted from the center of the amplitude 
is recorded is located at an innermost circumferential portion 
corresponding to a CD lead-in area as shown in FIG. 8A, 
which permits a decision to be quickly made at the begin- 
ning of reproduction as to whether it is a duplicated optical 
disk or not. 

A more detailed description will be made in terms of the 
duplication preventing program which comprises three rou- 
tines: a copy protection arrangement information reproduc- 
ing routine 40bc, an offset signal check routine 40y and a 
i duplicated disk reproduction/program stopping routine 40z. 
In the flow chart of FIGS. 9A and 9B, a step 40a is first 
executed to start to reproduce the CD information, for 
example, a computer program. The description will be made 
hereinbelow about the case that the computer program is 
reproduced as the CD information. A step 406 is then 
implemented to check from a TOC (Table of Contents) flag 
or the like whether it is a CP signal corresponding disk or 
not. If the answer is "YES", the operational flow goes to a 
step 40d to obtain the CP signal arrangement information 25 
from the reproduced signal as shown in FIG. 8A. A step 40e 
is for detecting the presence or absence of the CP signal 
arrangement information 25, and when not detected, the 
operation comes to an end, and on the other hand, in 
response to only the detection of the CP signal arrangement 
information 25, the operational flow advances to a step 40/ 
to start to check the offset CP signal 24 in the area where the 
oflset CP signal is placed. Subsequently, a step 40g is 
implemented to check the presence of the CP signal 24, for 
example, whether the oflset slice level exists or not. If the 
offset slice level does not exist in this area, the operational 
flow proceeds to a step 40r. If all the check data do not finish, 
the operational flow returns to the step 4C£ while if all the 
check data end, the operational flow goes to a step 40p where 
a decision is made such that it is a duplicated disk. On the 
other hand, if the answer of the step 40g is "YES", the 
operational flow advances to a step 40/j in order to check in 
a legal disk check section 33 whether or not the data of the 
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offset CP signal arrangement information 25 are coincident 
with the amplitude, period To, address and angular position 
of the offset CP signal detected physically. If a step 40/ 
shows that the check result is OK, the operational flow 
proceeds to a step 40/ to compulsorily add the offset voltage 
AVs to the slice level on the basis of the CP signal arrange- 
ment information 25. Thereafter, a step 40* is implemented 
to check whether or not an error or incorrect signal occurs 
in the CP signal arrangement region. When a step 40m 
indicates that an error exceeding a constant degree develops, 
the step 40p follows to decide that it is a duplicated disk. On 
the other hand, if the step 40m does not indicate the 
generation of such an error, the operation flow goes to a step 
40/t If the all the check data come to an end, in a step 40w 
the computer program read out gets into operation. On the 
other hand, if not coming to an end, the operational flow 
returns to the step 40f. 

Now, when the step 40^ made a decision as a duplicated 
disk, a step 40qr is executed in order to display "duplicated 
disk" on a display section 41, then followed by a step 40s to 
eject the disk and further followed by a step 40f to stop the 
operation of the program as well as to stop the output of the 
data, and still further followed by a step 40m to terminate the 
entire operation. 

A description will be made in terms of the principle of the 
generation of the step 40ifc error. In cases where the offset 
voltage sharply varies for a short time like the CP signals 
24a and 24b in FIG. 8A, the follow-up of the response speed 
of the feedback control in the automatic correction slice 
circuit 31 becomes difficult, with the result that an error 
occurs in the ordinary circuit. However, in the case of the 
first embodiment of this invention, the offset voltage of the 
CP signal varies due to the CP preceding signal 26a, 26b, 
26c, ... or the CP signal arrangement information 25 shown 
in FIG. 8A, while this can be known beforehand. On the 
basis of the preceding signal, an offset amount correction 
signal generating section 29 in FIG. 1 adds the offset 
correction signal AVs to a feedback bus of a slice level Vs 
outputting section 30 of the automatic correction slice circuit 
31. Accordingly, with the oflset correction signal AVs being 
added at the variation point at which the CP signal 24 starts, 
the slice level Vs instantaneously varies to the value to 
which the offset AVs is added, and the CP signal 24 is 
normally reproducible without generation of errors. In the 
legally manufactured disk 9, specific duty ratios, for 
example, 50:50, 30:70, 70:30, arc added to the disk pits, 
whereby as illustrated in FIGS. 8A, 8B and 8C the offset 
voltage is added to the slice voltage at reproduction to 
develop three normal slice voltages Vs, Vs+AVs and 
Vs-AVs. 

Therefore, in the FIG. 1 first embodiment, the normal 
offset voltage is added to the slice voltage on the basis of the 
offset CP signal arrangement information 25 or the CP 
preceding signal 26, which makes it reproducible without 
occurrence of errors. In FIG. 1, blocks 25, 34 and 36 merely 
indicate the kinds of data but not denoting circuits or the 
like. The legal disk check section 33 checks whether or not 
an error signal from an error signal detecting section 38 
develops at the position of the signal to which a given offset 
voltage AVs is added by an offset amount correction signal 
generating section 29 in a given address 36 of the CP signal 
arrangement information 25. In addition, the legal disk 
check section 33 checks whether or not the normal signal 
code is reproduced from the digital demodulating section 19. 
If it is a legal disk, the check result is correct, whereupon the 
reproduction continues. On the other hand, if the check 
result is incorrect, the reproduction/program stopping sec- 




tion 39 issues a stopping signal to stop the output of the 
reproduced signal or the operation of the program. In the 
case of the disk illegally copied from the data reproduced 
from the legal disk 9, the offset voltage is impossible to 
duplicate (correctly copy), whereby the given ofiset voltage 
does not exist at the given address position set forth in the 
CP signal arrangement information 25. 

Therefore, in the legal disk check section 33 of FIG. 1, the 
measured offset voltage (physical value) is checked with the 
offset voltage indicated by the CP arrangement information 
25, which makes possible the discrimination from the illegal 
disk. Moreover, when the ordinary offset voltage is high, in 
the automatic correction slice circuit 31 the operating fre- 
quency foilowable lowers to the extent of the response 
frequency fo in the offset correction control. When the 
variation of the offset voltage is made to take place at a 
frequency above fo in reproducing a high offset voltage 
portion and an ordinary area as shown in FIG. 8A, the 
automatic correction slice level is fixed to the direction in 
which the ofiset voltage is higher. 

For this reason, the offset area is ordinarily sliced with a 
slice level higher than the ordinary level. In the case of the 
legal disk, when the slicing is made with the higher offset 
voltage, the normal signal is reproducible, whereupon the 
error does not occur. On the other hand, in the case of a disk 
illegally duplicated from the data derived from the legal 
disk, the offset voltage is not duplicable and hence the offset 
voltage does not develop from the CP signal area and the 
slicing is made with an ordinary slice level, for which reason 
the normal signal is not reproducible and the error occurs, 
whereby the legal disk check section 33 in FIG. 1 decides it 
as an illegal disk to stop the operation. Furthermore, if three 
kinds of preceding signals 26a, 26/i and 26b (the CP 
preceding signals 26a, 266, and preceding signal 26h) of +, 
0 and - are provided, the slice level of the data of the next 
frame synchronizing signal can be known beforehand, and 
therefore, when the ofiset voltage AVs is added to the 
feedback signal of the automatic correction slice circuit 31 
through the adder 31a placed in the feedback bus in FIG. 1, 
it is possible to instantaneously change and set the slice level 
to a correct slice level. 

Thus, even if the slice level of the legal disk varies at a 
frequency higher than the follow-up frequency of the auto- 
matic correction slice circuit 31, the slicing is always made 
with slice levels of +, 0 and whereby the correct signal is 
reproducible without occurrence of errors. 

Usually, the duplication traders derive a logical signal 
such as "lOl** from a CD-ROM and then records this logical 
signal on an original record to fabricate the original record, 
by which original record a duplicated disk is mass-produced. 
In the case that the duplicated disk is manufactured with this 
logical signal level, the offset voltage is difficult to copy. 
Accordingly, the disk original record is duplicated with no 
offset voltage being changed in the recording area of each of 
the offset CP signals. On the other hand, the data of the CP 
preceding signal 26 is directly copied on the illegally 
duplicated original record. In a case where the duplicated 
disk is mounted on a reproducing system and the +CP 
preceding signal 26a is reproduced as shown in FIG. 8A, the 
slice level of the sheer 28 increases in the + direction as 
shown in FIG. 8C Since in the duplicated disk the offset 
voltage is not recorded, the eye pattern has a configuration 
with no offset as shown in FIG. 8B, and difficulty is 
encountered to output the normal signal because the slice 
; level of the slicer 28 is deviated from the center. 

However, in the first embodiment of this invention, the 
slice level is compulsorily set to the + direction on the basis 




of the CP signal arrangement information 25 or the CP 
preceding signal 26. Therefore, an incorrect digital signal is 
outputted from the automatic correction slice circuit 31 of 
FIG. 1 and an error signal is outputted from the error 
detecting section 38, whereby the legal disk check section 33 
decides that it is a duplicated disk. Concerning the offset CP 
signal recording area in which a signal having the center of 
the eye pattern shifted from the center of the amplitude is 
record, the pulse duration, i.e., the duty ratio, varies with the 
variation of the recording equalizing amount, thus allow 
simple manufacturing. 

When as shown by a waveform (1) of FIG. 3 a duty ratio 
control signal is varied with a period To and has a negative 
level, the recording equalizing amount becomes large as 
shown in FIG. 4. Thus, a duty ratio is obtained as shown by 
a waveform (2) in FIG. 3, and the illuminating time of the 
laser light to be applied to a photoresist on a glass plate 
becomes short as shown by a recording waveform (3) in 
FIG. 3 so that the duty ratio becomes small as indicated by 
(4) and (5) of FIG. 3, that is, signal pits with a depth of %JA 
are formed which is short in the track direction. When short 
signal pits as indicated by (5) of FIG. 3 is reproduced, since 
the lowering of the reflected light quantity is slight, a signal 
made such that the center of the reflected light quantity is 
shifted to the positive direction is obtained as shown by (6) 
of FIG. 3, thus obtaining a signal that the center of the eye 
pattern is shifted to the mirror side of the amplitude, that is, 
shifted by the offset voltage A Vs for the high reflectance side 
as shown by a waveform (9) of FIG. 3. 

In this case, the well-known automatic correction slice 
circuit 31 in FIG. 1 operates, and the slice level is automati- 
cally corrected to Vs+AVs obtained by adding the slice level 
Vs to AVs, this state being shown by a waveform (7) in FIG. 
3. When the period of the reproduction synchronizing signal 
of the modulation signal is taken as T, as shown by the 
waveform (9) in FIG. 3, since the slicing is carried out with 
a 3T signal level, as shown by a waveform (8) in FIG. 3 a 
correct digital output having a pulse duration of 3T is 
obtainable. Thus, the +AVs offset voltage generates in the 
sheer 28. On the contrary, when the recording equalizing 
value, i.e., "1001" quantity, is reduced, as shown in FIG. 4 
the duty ratio becomes larger and illumination time of the 
laser light becomes longer so as to form a longer signal pit 
in the track direction. When a signal pit with a large duty 
ratio is reproduced, as shown in FIG. 8D the onset voltage 
existing at the center of the eye pattern is shifted in the 
negative direction, that is, shift by -AVs toward the low 
reflectance side, i.e., the opposite side to the mirror side of 
the amplitude. The CP signal recording area in which the 
offset CP signal 24 mat the center of the eye pattern is shifted 
by the offset voltage AVs from the center of the amplitude 
is recorded can easily be formed with the power of the 
recording laser light being varied in a given mode. 

When the recording laser light power is made smaller as 
shown in FIG. 4, even if the recording power is in the 
ordinary range and the recording equalizing quantity is 
appropriate, the signal pit becomes smaller. When the small 
signal pit is reproduced, the whole reflected light quantity 
becomes larger, which provides a signal that the center of the 
eye pattern is shifted toward the mirror side of the 
amplitude, i.e., the high reflectance side, as shown by the 
waveforms (6) and (9) in FIG. 3. On the other hand, when 
the recording power is made large, even if the recording 
power is in the ordinary range and the recording equalizing 
quantity is proper, as shown in FIG. 4 the signal pit becomes 
larger. When the large signal pit is reproduced, the reflected 
light quantity becomes small, thereby obtaining a signal that 




the center of the eye pattern is shifted by the ofiset voltage 
-AVs toward the side opposite to the mirror side of the 
amplitude (low reflectance side) as shown in FIG. 8D. 

FIG, 4 diagrammatically shows the variation of the rela- 
tionship between the center of the eye pattern and the center 
of the amplitude due to the recording power and the record- 
ing equalizing quantity. In FIG. 4, the transverse axis 
indicates the recording equalizing quantity. As it becomes 
larger, the pulse width of the recording signal becomes 
smaller, that is, the duty ratio becomes smaller. Further, in 
FIG. 4, the axis of ordinate is representative of the shifting 
quantity of the center of the eye pattern from the center of 
the amplitude, that is, is indicative of the offset quantity AVs 
normalized with the amplitude and expressed in percentage. 
When the duty ratio control signal becomes smaller, since 
the center of the eye pattern is shifted to the high reflectance 
side, the ofiset voltage AVs increases in the positive direc- 
tion. In the illustration, the recording power becomes larger 
in the order of (a), (b), (c). When the recording power 
indicated by (a) assumes 1.0, the recording powers indicated 
by (b) and (c) show 1.1 and 1.2, respectively. (1) to (7) in 
FIG. 12 indicate waveforms in a case where the recording 
power and the duty ratio vary. When the laser light power is 
changed, the correction of the pulse duration is necessary, 
thereby deteriorating the yield. If well manufactured, the 
slice level is corrected by the quantity corresponding to the 
offset as shown by the waveform (5) in FIG. 12, with the 
result that a digital signal as shown by (6) in FIG. 12 is 
outputted In this case, the duplication is difficult because of 
the deteriorated yield. 

FIG. 5 illustrates one example of a recording system for 
original records which can change the recording equalizing 
quantity and the recording power during the recording. In 
FIG. 5, the whole of the recording system for original 
records is designated at numeral 61, and numeral 1 repre- 
sents a recording laser, numeral 2 designates an optical 
modulator, numeral 3 denotes a mirror, numeral 4 indicates 
a lens actuator, numeral 5 stands for a glass plate onto which 
a photoresist is applied, numeral 6 represents spindle motor, 
numeral 7 designates a signal source, numeral 21 denotes a 
recording equalizer, and numeral 22 depicts a control sec- 
tion. A leaser beam optical systems for the focus control and 
the recording and so on are omitted in the illustration. 

A fabricating method of an original record will be 
described hereinbelow with reference to the block diagram 
of FIG. $ and a flow chart of FIGS. 19A and 19B. First of 
all, a step 50a is implemented to input data of a program 
generally containing a copy protection program such as 
computer software beforehand, and further a step 506 is 
executed to input the CP signal arrangement information 25 
which in turn, is divided into a control signal and data in the 
CP signal arrangement information processing section 90, 
this data being checked with the input data in a mixing 
section 90a On the other hand, the control signal is supplied 
to a control section 22, and a duty ratio control signal is 
generated at a given position. The operator of the original 
record fabricating apparatus in advance decides whether or 
not the CP signal arrangement information 25 is recorded in 
the inner circumferential section (lead-in area) of a disk, and 
inputs it through a keyboard or the like. A step 50c follows 
to check, from this input information, whether or not to 
make a record in the inner circumferential section. If the 
answer is "YES**, a step SQd follows to record the mixture 
of the offset CP signal arrangement information 25 and the 
recording data in the lead-in section. 

Furthermore, a step 50e is implemented to start the 
recording of the recording data, then followed by a step 50/ 



to check, from the offset CP signal arrangement information 
25, whether or not it is an offset signal recording area. If the 
answer is "NO", in a step 50/ the recording is made at the 
ordinary duty ratio. On the other hand, if the decision is 
"YES", in a step 50/t a CP signal generating section 22a 
changes the duty ratio of the signal to the recording laser on 
the basis of the offset CP signal arrangement information 50. 
Thus, the output and duty ratio of the laser light is controlled 
so that the offset voltage varies to a given waveform, [f a 
step 50; does not decide that all the data come to an end, the 
operational flow returns to the step SCjf. On the other hand, 
if finished, a step 50k is executed to check whether or not to 
record the aforementioned offset CP signal arrangement 
information 25 in the outer circumferential section. If the 
decision is "NO M , control goes to a step SOp to terminate this 
operation. On the other hand, if the decision is "YES", 
control advances to a step 50m to compare the offset CP 
signal arrangement information previously programmed 
with the offset CP signal actually recorded in the mastering 
apparatus in quantity, period and deviation on arrangement, 
thus making correction in accordance with the comparison 
results. In a step 50n, an offset CP signal arrangement 
information recording area is produced in the outer circum- 
ferential section Sb of an original record, and the corrected 
data is recorded therein. In the mastering apparatus 61, the 
cutting is advanced from the inner circumferential section to 
the outer circumferential section, and hence the offset cre- 
ating result is treated as data after the all the data are 
recorded. In the system where the recording is made in the 
outer circumferential section, the offset CP signal arrange- 
ment information 25 corrected with this data is recorded, 
thereby sharply improving the manufacturing yield of the 
original record. 

In a case where the recording equalizing quantity is 
changed after the offset CP signal arrangement signal having 
a specific pattern is generated from the signal generating 
section, the control section 22 gives an instruction to a pulse 
width control section 21a of the recording equalizer to 
change the recording equalizing quantity, i.e. t the duty ratio. 
In a case where the duty ratio is changed with the variation 
of the recording power, the control section 22 gives an 
, instruction to the recording laser 1 to change the recording 
k power. The recording laser 1 includes a laser element and 
power regulating element, for example, a noise eater or AO 
modulator, and changes its own power. The recording equal- 
izer 21 is designed to switch the equalizing quantity in 
accordance with instructions from the external. 

The area recording a signal in which the center of the eye 
pattern is shifted from the center of the amplitude according 
to the above-mentioned method can readily be formed 
without greatly revising the conventional recording system 
for original records. Except for recording to an original 
record, the optical disk according to this invention can be 
fabricated with the same processes as the conventional 
optical disk, whereby it is mass-producible at a low cost. 

A system for reproducing an optical disk according to this 
invention where a copy preventing program and copy pre- 
venting signal can stop the reproduction of a duplicated disk 
and the operation of a software, with the result that the 
duplication prevention of the optical disk is substantially 
possible. Although FIG. $ shows an example that the offset 
CP signal arrangement information 25 is recorded in an 
optical ROM area, it is also possible that, as shown in FIG. 
10, this information is enciphered using, as a one direction 
function, a disclosed key type function such as an RSA 
function and elliptic curve function as shown in FIG. 11 and 
recorded in an optical ROM or magnetic recording section 
provided in the face or rear surface of an optical disk. 



FIG. 10 is a diagrammatic illustration for describing that 
the offset signal type CP signal shown in FIG. 8A or 
address-angular arrangement information type CP signal 
described in FIGS. 16A, 16B and 17 are measured from an 
optical disk 9 to produce the CP signal arrangement infor- 
mation 25. In the optical disk 9 shown in the left-hand side 
of FIG. 10, CP signals indicated by circles and triangles are 
arranged on tracks. Further, in the optical disk 9 there is also 
recorded the CP signal arrangement information 25. The CP 
signal arrangement information 25 read out is enciphered by 
a one direction function cipher encoder 42 indicated in a step 
60b in FIG. 11 and recorded by a recording circuit 44 in a 
magnetic recording section 46 of an optical disk or in the 
outer circumferential section of the original record 5. It is 
also possible to record it in a second exposure section 53 of 
the original record 5 described with reference to FIG. 14 or 
record it in a bar code-printed section 99 provided in the 
inner circumferential section of the optical disk 9. 

The CP signal arrangement information 25 thus recorded 
in the optical ROM section, magnetic recording section or 
the like is difficult to revise without the cipher key. That is, 
since the CP signal arrangement information 25 is enci- 
phered with the one direction function, the function of the 
cipher encoder can not be deciphered by the function of the 
cipher decoder. For example, in the FIG. 11 case, the 
duplication traders know only the cipher decoder, for which 
reason the number of times of the calculation is needed to be 
2 512 times and the calculation requires several million years. 

This will further be described with reference to a flow 
chart of FIG. 11. FIG. 11 illustrates a duplicated disk 
operation program based on the check of the cipher using the 
one direction function. The CP signal arrangement informa- 
tion 25 is produced in a step 60; and is enciphered with the 
RSA function using a 512 bit secrete key in a step 60b, 
before the cipher is recorded in an optical disk in a step 60c. 
Subsequently, the information of this optical disk is repro- 
duced in a step 60d and the cipher is decrypted (converted) 
into a plain text in a step 60e. Although the duplication 
traders can know the function of the cipher data in the step 
60d, since as indicated in the steps 606 and 60d the function 
such as the RSA function used in the disclosed key com- 
munication system is reversed in use between the encoder 
and the decoder, for deciphering the encoder function, much 
time is required because of the calculations of 2 512 times, 
thus making it substantially impossible to revise the CP 
signal arrangement information 255. In a step 60/ the CP 
signal 24 of the optical disk measured in a step 60k is 
checked with the decrypted CP signal arrangement infor- 
mation 25. If the check result shows no coincidence (when 
i the answer of a step 60g is "NO"), the operational flow goes 
to a step 60h to stop the operation of the program. On the 
other hand, if the result indicates coincidence (when the 
answer of the step 60g is "YES"), a step 60/ is executed to 
carry out the operation of the program. In the FIG. 11 
example, the CP signal 24 is not required to be the offset 
signal as described before. Accordingly, it is impossible to 
actually revise the CP signal arrangement information 25. In 
the FIG. 11 example, the CP signal 24 is not required to be 
the offset signal as described before. On the other hand, the 
foregoing offset CP signal can be realized as shown in FIG. 
12 by the change of the duty ratio of the pulse duration in the 
recording equalizer or the change of the laser light power, 
and the relationship between the laser output and the size of 
the pit hole is kept to be non-linear. Accordingly, in a case 
where an offset voltage arranged original record is fabricated 
faithfully according to the program, the lowering of the yield 
can take place. However, in the FIG. 11 example, as under- 




stood from the arrangement of the original record fabricating 
apparatus (mastering apparatus) 61 shown in FIGS. 13 A and 
13B, the CP signal arrangement information 25 and a logic 
ID obtained from a logic ID number generator 546 are mixed 
in a mixer and enciphered in a one direction function cipher 
encoder (enciphering device) 42 before being recorded in a 
magnetic recording section 46 of the optical disk through a 
magnetic recording circuit 44 and magnetic head 45. As 
described above, it is impossible to revise the CP signal 
arrangement information 25. This cipher information is 
reproduced through a magnetic head 45a and magnetic 
reproducing section 48 of a recording and reproducing 
system 47 and decrypted through a cipher decoder 43 to 
obtain the decoded CP signal arrangement information 25. 
In this case, it is also possible that the CP signal arrangement 
information 25 is recorded in an optical recording section 
and reproduced through an optical head 10. The CP signal 
arrangement information 25 measured on the basis of the 
address or angular information by an address detecting 
section 51 and offset voltage VsO detecting section 340 of 
an offset voltage signal position detecting section 52 of an 
optical reproducing section 50 is delivered to a legal disk 
check section 33. The original record fabricating apparatus 
(mastering apparatus) 61 shown in FIGS. 13A and 13B 
corresponds to the apparatus shown in FIG. 5, and the 
reproducing system also corresponds to the system shown in 
FIG. 1. 

Hie legal disk check section 33 detects a duplicated disk 
in accordance with the flow chart of the duplicated disk 
operation preventing program 49 described with reference to 
FIGS. 9A and 9B, and stops the operation of the program or 
stops the output of the reproduced signal. In this case, as 
shown in FIG. 15, disk check steps 70c, 70e, 70# and 70/ are 
added to start-up step, program install step 704, printing step 
70f and file retention step 70ft of an application software 
program. Thus, even if the pirate edition traders analyze the 
software to remove the duplication preventing steps 70c, 70e 
and so on, the duplication is impossible except that, for 
example, 1000 steps are removed. 

"With reference to FIGS. 13A and 13B, disclosed is a 
method in which the CP signal arrangement information 25 
such as the offset voltage of the original record is enciphered 
with the one direction function and recorded in the magnetic 
recording section 46 after the original record is manufac- 
tured* It is also possible that as an optical disk 9b shown in 
FIGS. 13A and 13B the program and the CP signal 24 are 
recorded in a first exposure portion 520 of the original 
record, while the CP signal arrangement information 25 is 
recorded in a second exposure portion 53 of the original 
record at its outer circumferential section. This method will 
be described in detail with reference to FIGS. 14A and 14B. 
In processes 1 and 2, a laser light signal is given to the first 
exposure section 520 in the inner circumferential section of 
the original record, and in a process 3, the second exposure 
section 53, i.e., the outer circumferential section, of the 
original record is covered with a light-shielding protective 
film 54 before a photoresist layer of a first photosensitive 
section 55 is subjected to light. At this time, in a process 4, 
a pit pattern is formed through etching, and in a process, the 
offset signal is actually measured to obtain the offset CP 
signal arrangement information 25 which in turn, is enci- 
phered. Subsequently, in a process 6, the light-shielding 
protective film 54 is removed from the second photosensi- 
tive section 56 and the enciphered signal is recorded therein 
through the laser light exposure for the second time. In 
processes 7, 8 and 9, the original record is plated to become 
a metallic original record, and a disk substrate is made by 




formation using this original record, before a reflective film 
is formed thereon, thus fabricating CDs. 

With the exposure for the second time, an offset control 
signal is given at random and recorded to and in the first 
exposure section 520 of the original record, and the arrange- 
ment of the satisfied offset CP signal is enciphered and 
recorded in the second exposure section 53 in the outer or 
inner circumferential section of the original record. 
Accordingly, it is possible to record the copy preventing 
signal, whose manufacturing yield is extremely low, without 
taking the yield into consideration. That is, when a signal 
whose yield is Viooo is duplicated, it is required to fabricate 
the original record 1000 times, which makes it economically 
difficult to try the duplication. 

Furthermore, in FIGS. 13A and 13B a rotational angle 
detecting section 58 can measure the rotational angle, at 
which the offset CP signal is arranged, on the basis of the 
rotational pulses from a motor 57 or an FG (rotational 
sensor), not shown, to produce an offset CP signal arrange- 
ment information 25a as shown in FIG. 16. As shown by (a), 
(b) and (c) in FIG. 18, the angular position is more accu- 
rately detectable by time division of the rotational pulses. It 
is also appropriate that, as shown by (c) and (d) in FIG. 18, 
the arrangement of the address, offset signal and period is 
detected. In this case, since it is a legal disk, the measured 
offset CP signal arrangement information 25a is correct. 
That is, the + offset voltage signal having a period Tl is 
recorded in the address Al and in the angular position Z3, 
Further, the copy preventing program does not stop the 
program read out. However, in the illegally duplicated CD 
disk shown in FIG. 16B, the offset CP signal arrangement 
information 25 is different from the normal data. This is 
because the CD is CLV-recorded. FIG. 17 shows experi- 
mental data which make clear that each original record 
actually has a different CD address arrangement. Even if the 
address is the same, each original record has a slightly 
different linear velocity and track pitch, and hence errors are 
accumulated so that a large difference occurs. 

Returning back to FIGS. 16A and 16B, in the case of the 
legal CD, the angular arrangement of the offset CP signal 
takes Z3, Z2, Zl and Z4, and on the other hand, in the FIG. 
16B case, the arrangement takes Z3, Z2, Z4 and Z3, a large 
difference therebetween occurs. The currently available 
mastering apparatus can not accurately control the angular 
position. This pattern is not duplicable and the offset CP 
signal arrangement information 25a can not be revised 
because of the one direction function cipher. Accordingly, 
the duplication traders can not duplicate the CD using the 
current apparatus. In addition, it is also appropriate that the 
offset CP signal arrangement information 25 is recorded as 
a bar-code like low-reflective portion group on the optical 
disk. 

Second Embodiment 

Secondly, a description will be made with reference to 
FIGS. 20, 21A and 21B in terms of an optical recording 
medium and optical disk reproducing system according to a 
second embodiment of this invention. Although the preced- 
ing signals 26a to 26h, together with the CP signal arrange- 
ment information 25, are recorded in the FIG. 8 optical 
recording medium 9, in this second embodiment these 
preceding signals are unnecessary to record (even if 
recorded, the reproducing can not detect them). 

The difference between a reproducing system 47B shown 
in FIG. 20 and the reproducing system shown in FIG. 1 is as 
follows. That is, the adder 31a, being in the feedback path 
of the automatic correction slice circuit 31 in FIG. 1, is 




removed and therefore the oflset quantity correction signal 
generating section 29 is also removed. Accordingly, in FIG. 
20, the automatic correction slice circuit is designated at 
3 IB, the analog waveform shaping section is denoted at 
12B, and the control section is depicted at 20B. In addition, 
in FIG. 20, a rotational angle detecting section 58, which 
detects the rotational angle of the motor 11 is provided 
within the control section 20B. Further, a cipher decoder 43 
is provided and the digital demodulating section is desig- 
nated at 19B. FIGS. 21A and 21B are flow charts showing 
a processing procedure taken when the control section 20B 
is constructed with a CPU. With reference to these flow 
charts, a description will be made in terms of a duplication 
checking method based on the CP signal including the CP 
signal arrangement information 25 and the address angular 
arrangement information. 

The CP signal arrangement information 25 is in advance 
enciphered by an cipher encode using a one direction 
function such as the RSA function. A description will be 
made about only steps of the FIGS. 21 A and 21B flow charts 
different from the FIGS. 9A and 9B. In a step SOd the 
enciphered CP signal arrangement information 25 is 
decrypted into a plain text through the cipher decoder 43 of 
the digital demodulating section 19A, then followed by a 
step HQe to check whether the plain text is correct or not. 
Since the one direction function such as the RSA function is 
employed and the correct cipher can not be produced except 
that the key of the cipher encoder is leaked, the first check 
of the revision of the cipher is possible at this stage. If the 
answer of the first check is "YES", the operational flow goes 
to a step 80/ to start to check the duplication of the disk, and 
in a step 80& the disk is measure to check whether the CP 
signal such as the offset signal exists or not. If the CP signal 
is present, the operational flow advances to a step 80/t, In the 
case of checking only the angular arrangement of the 
addresses, the step 80g is omitted and the operational flow 
goes to a step 80/t. 

In the step 80/» the CP signal is checked. As this check, 
there are two methods: one being that the offset signal is 
used as the CP signal and the other being that a physical 
angular arrangement information of the addresses on the 
disk is used as the CP signal. In the case of using the offset 
signal as the CP signal, the address position in which the 
offset signal is disposed or the angular position on the disk 
is measured and is coincidence-checked with the normal 
address position data of the corresponding CP signal indi- 
cated by the CP signal arrangement information 25 or the 
normal angular position data on the disk. On the Other hand, 
in the case of using the address angular arrangement infor- 
mation on the disk as the CP signal, the angular position of 
the arrangement of a specific address on the disk is measured 
sp as to check whether or not it is coincident with the normal 
angular arrangement information indicated by the CP signal 
arrangement information 25. 

If the check result of the step 40e shows no coincidence, 
a decision is made such that it is a duplicated disk, thus 
stopping the operation of the program or stopping the 
reproduction. If the check result is correct, the operation 
starts. It is also possible that the checking work in FIGS. 21A 
and 21B is accomplished by a CD drive, or by OS of a 
personal computer connected to the CD drive or the list of 
an application program. In the FIGS. 21A and 21B system, 
since the cipher encoder using the one direction function is 
used, the CP signal arrangement information 25 can not be 
revised. Accordingly, the duplication traders can not revise 
the CP signal arrangement information 25 so that the check 
result shows the coincidence with the CP signal, thus pre- 
venting the duplication. 




Effect of the Invention 

In the optical disk and the reproducing system therefor 
according to this invention, an area for recording a signal 
that the center of the eye pattern is shifted from the center 
of the amplitude is provided after a signal with a constant 
pattern, and the reproducing system additionally has the 
function whereby, after the constant pattern signal is 
detected, the offset voltage is intentionally applied to the 
threshold taken in demodulating the RF signal into the 
digital signal to reproduce the signal that the center of the 
eye pattern is shifted from the center of the amplitude, and 
if the offset signal is not reproduced, to stop the reproduc- 
tion. 

In addition, in the reproducing system, the signal repro- 
duced from the area, in which the signal that the center of the 
eye pattern is shifted from the center of the amplitude is 
recorded, and demodulated into the digital signal is an 
ordinary signal, and when the demodulated signal is 
recorded in a recordable optical disk medium, the center of 
the eye pattern substantially comes to the center of the 
amplitude at reproduction. Accordingly, if the offset is added 
to the slice level to be taken when the reproducing system 
demodulates the RF signal into the digital signal and 
reproduced, the reproduced signal is not the ordinary signal, 
thus resulting in stopping the reproduction. This means that 
the duplicated disk is not reproducible and the illegal 
duplication can be prevented. 



# 



What is claimed is: 

1. An optical recording medium having a first recording 
area where an offset signal is recorded, and a second 
recording area where a signal indicative of the fact that said 
first recording area is provided and/or the position whereat 
said first recording area is recorded, said ofiset signal being 
produced by shifting a center of an eve pattern correspond- 
ing to an optimal slice level of a recorded signal in an analog 
signal processing section in a reproducing apparatus which 
reproduces the recorded signal, from a center of an ampli- 
tude of said eye pattern. 

2. An optical recording medium having a first recording 
area where an ofiset signal in which a duty ration of a signal 
recording section in a recording track is shifted from a 
standard value is recorded and a second recording area 
where a signal indicative of the fact that said first recording 
area is provided and/or the position whereat said first 
recording area is recorded. 

3. An optical recording medium as set forth in claim 1, 
wherein a signal indicative of the fact that said first record- 
ing area is close to its end is further recorded in said first 
recording area. 

4. An optical recording medium as set forth in claim 1, 
wherein said second recording area is formed in one of a 
position preceding said first recording area in reproduction 
and a lead-in section of said medium. 

5. A method of fabricating an optical disk original record 
for forming and manufacturing an optical disk having a first 
recording area where an offset signal in which a duty ration 
of a signal recording section in a recording track is shifted 
from a standard value is recorded and a second recording 
area where a signal indicative of the fact that said first 
recording area is provided and/or the position whereat said 
first recording area is recorded, comprising the steps of 
applying a photoresist on a base material for said optical disk 
original record, making said photoresist exposed to light 
intensity-modulated in accordance with an information sig- 
nal to be recorded, and developing said photoresist to form 
an irregular pit configuration corresponding to its sensitivity 
on said base material for said optical disk original record, 



wherein for the formation of said irregular pit configuration 
a recording equalizing quantity for said information signal is 
changed so that a duty ration of a length of each of pits to 
a distance between said pits is changed to form a signal area 
where a center of an eye pattern is shifted from a center of 
an amplitude in a specific relationship. 

6. A method of fabricating an optical disk original record 
for forming and manufacturing an optical disk having a first 
recording area where an offset signal in which a duty ration 
of a signal recording section in a recording track is shifted 
from a standard value is recorded and a second recording 
area where a signal indicative of the fact that said first 
recording area is provided and/or the position whereat said 
first recording area is recorded, comprising the steps of 
applying a photoresist on a base material for said optical disk 
original record, making said photoresist exposed to light 
intensity-modulated in accordance with an information sig- 
nal to be recorded, and developing said photoresist to form 
an irregular pit configuration corresponding to its sensitivity 
on said base material for said optical disk original record, 
wherein for the formation of said irregular pit configuration 
the intensity of said light to which said photoresist is 
exposed is changed to form a signal area where a center of 
an eye pattern is shifted from a center of an amplitude in 
accordance with the change of the light intensity. 

7. A method of fabricating an optical disk original record 
for forming and manufacturing an optical disk having a first 
recording area where an offset signal in which a duty ration 
of a signal recording section in a recording track is shifted 
from a standard value is recorded and a second recording 
area where a signal indicative of the fact that said first 
recording area is provided and/or the position whereat said 
first recording area is recorded, comprising the steps of 
applying a photoresist on a base material for said optical disk 
original record, making said photoresist exposed to light 
intensity-modulated in accordance with an information sig- 
nal to be recorded, and developing said photoresist to form 
an irregular pit configuration corresponding to its sensitivity 
on aid base material for said optical disk original record, 
wherein for the formation of said irregular pit configuration 
a recording equalizing quantity for said information signal is 
increased and the intensity of said light to which said 
photoresist is exposed is lowered, or said recording equal- 
izing quantity for said information signal is decreased and 
the intensity of said light to which said photoresist is 
exposed is increased, thereby forming a signal are in which 
a center of an eye pattern is shifted from a center of an 
amplitude. 

8. A method of reproducing an optical disk comprising a 
step of, after a signal having a specific pattern is detected, 
changing a threshold value to be used in demodulating an RF 
signal into a digital signal. 

9. A reproducing system for an optical disk comprising 
means for, after a signal having a specific pattern is detected, 
changing a threshold value to be used in demodulating an RF 
signal into a digital signal 

10. A reproducing system for an optical disk as set forth 
in claim 9, further comprising means for, when a signal is 
not reproduced from an area in which a signal having a 
center of an eye pattern shifted from a center of an amplitude 
is recorded, stopping a further reproduction. 

U. An optical disk reproducing system which reads out, 
through an optical head, a data signal including a program 
modulated and recorded on an optical disk to reproduce an 
analog signal and slices through a slice circuit, said analog 
signal with a slice voltage corrected with an offset voltage 
being applied to a reference slice voltage in accordance with 



a duty ratio of said analog signal to reproduce a first digital 
signal, and demodulates said first digital signal into a second 
digital signal through a demodulator to reproduce a third 
digital signal from said second digital signal through an 
error correction circuit, said reproducing system comprising 
an offset signal variation detecting section for detecting that 
said offset voltage varies in a specific state, and means for, 
when said offset signal variation detecting section does not 
detect that said offset signal is in said specific state, stopping 
one of an output of said data and an operation of said 
program. 

12. An optical disk reproducing system as set forth in 
claim 11, further comprising means for reproducing offset 
signal arrangement information recorded in an area of said 
optical disk, and further for, only when said offset signal 
variation detecting section detects that an offset signal is 
recorded in a specific area of said optical disk in a specific 
state indicated in said offset signal arrangement information, 
continuing one of an output of data on said optical disk and 
an operation of said program, and, when not detecting it, 
stopping one of the output of said data on said optical disk 
and the operation of said program. 

13. An optical disk reproducing system as set forth in 
claim 12, wherein said optical head reproduces said offset 
signal arrangement information recorded in an optical 
recording section. 

14. An optical disk reproducing system as set forth in 
claim 12, wherein a magnetic head reproduces said offset 
signal arrangement information recorded in a magnetic 
recording section. 

15. An illegal program operation stopping method using 
a reproducing system which reads out, through an optical 
head, a data signal including a program modulated and 
recorded on an optical disk to reproduce an analog signal, 
and slices through a slice circuit, said analog signal with a 
slice voltage corrected with an offset voltage being applied 
to a reference slice voltage in accordance with a duty ratio 
of said analog signal to reproduce a first digital signal, and 
demodulates said first digital signal into a second digital 
signal through a demodulator to produce a third digital 
signal from said second digital signal through an error 
correction circuit, wherein an offset signal variation detect- 
ing section is provided in said reproducing system to detect 
that said offset voltage varies in a specific state, and when 
said offset signal variation detecting section does not detect 
that said offset signal is in said specific state, one of an 
output of said data and an operation of said program is 
stopped 

16. An illegal program operation stopping method as set 
forth in claim 15, wherein offset signal arrangement infor- 
mation recorded in an area of said optical disk is reproduced, 
and only when said offset signal variation detecting section 
detects that an offset signal is recorded in a specific area of 
said optical disk in a specific state indicated in said offset 
signal arrangement information, one of an output of data on 
said optical disk and an operation of said program is 
continued, and when not detecting it, one of the output of 
said data on said optical disk and the operation of said 
program is stopped. 

17. An illegal program operation stopping method as 
claimed in claim 16, wherein said offset signal arrangement 
information recorded in an optical recording section is 
reproduced by said optical head. 

18. An illegal program operation stopping method as 
claimed in claim 16, wherein said offset signal arrangement 
information recorded in a magnetic recording section is 
reproduced by a magnetic head. 



19. A reproducing system comprising: 

means for reproducing a disk physical feature from an 
optical disk in which disk physical feature information 
indicative of an optically detectable feature extracted 
from said optical disk is enciphered with one direction 
function and recorded in a cipher recording section; 

means for converting the reproduced signal into a plain 
text through a cipher decoder; 

measuring means for obtaining said disk physical feature 
information and further for measuring a disk physical 
feature of said optical disk; 

check means for obtaining the measure disk physical 
feature information from said measuring means to 
check the measured disk physical feature information 
with said physical feature information; and 

means for carrying out one of reproduction of said optical 
disk and operation of a program recorded in said optical 
disk only when the check result of said check means 
satisfies a constant condition. 

20. A reproducing system as set forth in claim 19, wherein 
one of a RSA function, elliptic curve function and disclosed 
key cipher function is used as said one direction function. 

21. A reproducing system as set forth in claim 19, further 
comprising: 

address detecting means for, when said measuring means 
reproducts the information from said optical disc, 
detecting an address to use, as said optically detectable 
feature information, an arrangement coordinate includ- 
ing an arrangement angle in a specific address of data 
on said optical disk; and 

rotational angle detecting means for detecting at least said 
arrangement angle of said specific address on said 
optical disk. 



An optical disk of t he, type having a recording layer in which pits are , 
srrsn ped at prede termined nositio ™ rirrumferentiaUv in accordance with a 
^„l a ti«n signal tw„hv are recorded an edge of each of selected ones 
nf said pits beinr fr"™ ™ rh nf said predetermined positions 



rirrnmferential l y in accordanc e with arrangement information . 



23. The optical disk as set forth in claim 22, wherein a signal obtained bv 
encrypting said arrangement information is also recorded, 

24. The optical disk as set forth in claim 22, wherein said recording layer is 
divided into first and second areas such that said edge of each of selected one of said pits is 
shifted in accordance with said arrangement information in said first area, and said edge of 
each of said pits is not shifted for each of said predetermined positions in said second area. 

25. A reproducing system for an optical disk of the type having a recording 
layer in which pits are arranged at predetermined positions circumferentiallv in 
accordance with a modulation signal thereby data are recorded, and specific pits among 
said pits are shifted from said predetermined positions circumferentiallv. comprising: 

a check section for checking whether or not an edge of each of selected ones 
of said pits corresponding to a reproduced signal and an edge of each of selected ones of 
said pits corresponding to arrangement information determining circumferential 
arrangement state of each of said pits have a specific relationship in the circumferential 
arrangement bv processing said reproduced signal using said arrangement information: and 

a reproduction/program stopping section responsive to said check section for 
carrying out data reproduction and/or operations according to a reproduced program when 
a result of checking bv said check section indicates said specific relationship, and for 
stopping data reproduction and/or operations according to said reproduced program when 
said result of checking bv said check station does not indicate said specific relationship. 



26. The reproducing system as set forth in claim 25, wherein said check section 
is arranged to determine whether or not said optical disk is either legally manufactured or 
legally copied or not so that a reproduced signal is outputted only when it is determined 
that said optical disk is legally manufactured or legally copied. 

27. The reproducing system as set forth in claim 25, wherein said check section 
is arranged to check said pits of a specific address. 

28. The reproducing system as set forth in claim 25, further comprising a cipher 
decoder for decrypting said arrangement information which is encrypted, thereby said 
check section is arranged to perform checking with respect to reproduced signal using said 
arrangement information decrypted bv said cipher decoder. 

29. The reproducing system as set forth in claim 25. wherein said information 
including said arrangement information is picked up bv an optical head from said optical 
disk. 
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ABSTRACT 

The present invention provides an optical disk 9 with a 
duplication preventing fimction, reproducing system 47 for 
the optical disk 9, optical disk reproducing method, method 
of fabricating an optical disk original record, and illegal 
program operation stopping method. An area in which a CP 
signal 24 is recorded is made after a signal having a constant 
pattern in the optical disk, the CP signal 24 being produced 
such that the center of an eye pattern is shifted from the 
center of the amplitude. In the reproducing system, CP 
signal arrangement information 25 or a CP preceding signal 
26 is detected, before an offset voltage is applied to a 
threshold value to be used in demodulating an RF signal into 
a digital signal so that the threshold value varies, thus 
normally reproducing the signal in which center of the eye 
patter is shifted from the center of the amplitude. The 
reproducing system has a function whereby the reproduction 
is stopped when a predetermined offset signal is not repro- 
duced. 
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Docket No.: 50355-050RI 



PATENT 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In re Reissue Application of 



Fumiaki Ueno et al. 



Reissue application of Patent No. 
5,807,640 Issued on 9/15/98 



Based on Serial No.: 507,495 



Applications Branch 



Filed: August 28, 1995 : 

For: OPTICAL RECORDING MEDIUM REPRODUCING SYSTEM, METHOD OF 
REPRODUCING OPTICAL DISK, METHOD OF FABRICATING OPTICAL DISK ORIGINAL 
RECORD, AND METHOD OF STOPPING ILLEGAL PROGRAM OPERATION 



As below-named joint inventors, We hereby declare that: 

Our residence, post office addresses, and citizenship's are as stated below next to our names; 
and that 

We verily believe that we are the original and first joint inventors of the invention entitled: 
OPTICAL RECORDING MEDIUM REPRODUCING SYSTEM, METHOD OF 
REPRODUCING OPTICAL DISK, METHOD OF FABRICATING OPTICAL DISK ORIGINAL 
RECORD, AND METHOD OF STOPPING ILLEGAL PROGRAM OPERATION, 
described and claimed in the Reissue application filed September 15, 2000, that we understand the 

content of the specification filed therein, that we have reviewed and understand the content of the 

specification including the claims, as well as the claims referred to in this Declaration, that we do 



COMBINED DECLARATION AND POWER OF ATTORNEY 
IN REISSUE APPLICATION 



Box 7 

Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, DC 20231 



Sir: 



WDC99 316873-1.050355.0050 




not know and do not believe the same was ever known or used in the United States of America 
before our invention thereof, or patented or described in any printed publication in any country 
before our invention thereof or more than one year prior to that the same was not in public use or 
on sale in the United States of America more than one year prior to , that the invention has not been 
patented or made the subject of an inventor's certificate issued before, in any country foreign to the 
United States of America on an application filed by us or our legal representatives or assigns more 
than twelve months prior to , that We acknowledge our duty to disclose information of which We 
are aware which is material to the examination of this application, and that no application for patent 
or inventor's certificate on this invention has been filed in any country foreign to the United States 
of America prior to the original application Serial No. 507,495 by us or our legal representatives or 
assigns, except as follows: Patent Application filed in on , priority of which is claimed. 

Our original U.S. Patent 5,807,640, issued September 15, 1998, which matured from Serial 
No. 507,495, is believed to be wholly or partly inoperative by reason of the patentees claiming less 
than they had a right to claim through error and without any deceptive intention. 

When comparing the scope of the protection covered by the claims of the U.S. patent 
5,807,640 with the technique actually used in the products that are being made, used and/or sold in 
accordance with the claims, although the basic idea is common, the actual detecting circuit may not 
be fully covered by the present claims since the claims do not positively define the shifting of an 
edge of selected pits in the circumferential direction. Since, in an actual optical disk, the edge of 
selected pits are shifted circumferentially, it is intended add claims delineating that the edge of 
selected pits are shifted circumferentially to positively cover products that are actually being made, 
used and/or sold. 
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We hereby appoint the following attorneys to prosecute this application and to transact all 
business in the Patent and Trademark Office connected therewith: Stephen A. Becker, Reg. No. 
26,527; John G. Bisbikis, Reg. No. 37,095; Christopher D. Bright, Reg. No. P-46,578; Daniel 
Bucca, Reg. No. 42,368; Kenneth L. Cage, Reg. No. 26,151; Stephen C. Carlson, Reg. No. 
39,929; Jennifer Chen, Reg. No. 42,404; Bernard P. Codd, Reg. No. 46,429; Thomas A. 
Corrado, Reg. No. 42,439; Lawerence T. Cullen, Reg. No. 44,489; Paul Devinsky, Reg. No. 
28,553; Margaret M. Duncan, Reg. No. 30,879; Ramyar M. Farid, Reg. No. P-46,692; Brian E. 
Ferguson, Reg. No. 36,801; Michael E. Fogarty, Reg. No. 36,139; John R. Fuisz, Reg. No. 
37,327; Willem F. Gadiano, Reg. No. 37,136; Keith E. George, Reg. No. 34,111; Matthew V. 
Grumbling, Reg. No. 44,427; John A. Hankins, Reg. No. 32,029; Joseph Hyosuk Kim, Reg. No. 
41,425; Eric J. Kraus, Reg. No. 36,190; Catherine Krupka, Reg. No. 46,227; Jack Q. Lever, 
Reg. No. 28,149; Raphael V. Lupo, Reg. No. 28,363; Michael A. Messina, Reg. No. 33,424; 
Dawn L. Palmer, Reg. No. 41,238; Joseph H. Paquin, Jr., Reg. No. 31,647; Scott D. Paul, Reg. 
No. 42,984; William D. Pegg, Reg. No. 42,988; Robert L. Price, Reg. No. 22,685; Thomas D. 
Robbins, Reg. No. 43,669; Gene Z. Rubinson, Reg. No. 33,351; Joy Ann G. Serauskas, Reg. 
No. 27,952; Daniel H. Sherr, Reg. No. P-46,425; David A. Spenard, Reg. No. 37,449; Arthur 
J. Steiner, Reg. No. 26,106; David L. Stewart, Reg. No. 37,578; Wesley Strickland, Reg. No. 
44,363; Michael D. Switzer, Reg. No. 39,552; Leonid D. Thenor, Reg. No. 39,397; Daniel S. 
Trainor, Reg. No. 43,959; Cameron K. Weiffenbach, Reg. No. 44,488; Aaron Weisstuch, Reg. 
No. 41,557; Edward J. Wise, Reg. No. 34,523; Alexander V. Yampolsky, Reg. No. 36,324; and 
Robert W. Zelnick, Reg. No. 36,976 
all of 



All future correspondence connected therewith should be addressed to the following 
address. 

McDermott, Will & Emery 
60013 th Street, N. W. 
Washington, DC 20005-3096 



We hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true and that 
all statements made on information and belief are believed to be true; and further that these 
statements and the like so made are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under Section 
1 001 of Title 18 of the United States Code and that such willful false statements may jeopardize the 
validity of the application or any patent issued thereon. 
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Full name of sole or first inventor: FUMIAKIUENO 

Inventor's signature: 

Residence: Hirata-Shi, Osak a 573 Japan 

Citizenship: Japanese 

Post Office Address: 5-30-810 Miyanosaka 2-chome, Hirakata-shi, Osaka 573 
Japan 



Full name of second inventor: MITSUAKJ OSfflMA 



Inventor's signature: 

Residence: Kyoto-shi, Kyoto 615 J apan 

Citizenship: Japanese 

Post Office Address: 1 15-3, Minandtatsurnicho, Ktsura, Nishikyo-ku, Kyoto-shi, 
Kyoto 615 Japan ^ 
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